99.    TAMPERING WITH LOYALTY*
His Excellency the Governor of Bombay had warned the pub-
lic some time ago, that he "meant businesses", that he was no
longer going to tolerate the speeches that were being made. In
his note on the Ali Brothers and others he has made clear his
meaning. The Ali Brothers are to be charged with having tamper-
ed with the loyalty of the sepoy and with having uttered sedition.
I must confess, that I was not prepared for the revelation of such
hopeless ignorance on the part of the Governor of Bombay. It is
evident that he has not followed the course of Indian history
during the past twelve months. He evidently does not know, that
the National Congress began to tamper with the loyalty of the sepoy
in September last year, that the Central Khilafat Committee began
it earlier and that I began it earlier still, for I must be permit-
ted to take the credit or the odium of suggesting, that India had
a right openly to tell the sepoy and everyone who served the Gov-
ernment in any capacity whatsoever, that he participated in the
wrongs done by the Government. The Conference at Karachi
merely repeated the Congress declaration in terms of Islam. Only
a Mussulman divine can speak for Islam, but speaking for Hindu-
ism and speaking for nationalism, I have no hesitation in saying,
that it is sinful for anyone, either as soldier or civilian, to serve this
Government which has proved treacherous to the Mussulmans
of India and which has been guilty of the inhumanities of the
Punjab. I have said this from many a platform in the presence of
sepoys. And if I have not asked individual sepoys to come out,
it has not been due to want of will but of ability to support them.
I have not hesitated to tell the sepoy, that if he could leave the
service and support himself without the Congress or the Khilafat
aid, he should leave at once. And I promise, that as soon as the
spinning-wheel finds an abiding place in every home and Indians
begin to feel that weaving gives anybody any day an honourable
livelihood, I shall not hesitate, at the peril of being shot, to ask
the Indian sepoy individually to leave his service and become a
weaver. For, has not the sepoy been used to hold India under
subjection, has he not been used to murder innocent people at
Jallianwala Bagh, has he not been used to drive away innocent
1 This was one of the articles for which Gandhiji was sentenced to six
years* imprisonment.